
Application form: 
RTA Community Planning Program and 

CMAP Local Technical Assistance Program 

DEADLINE: Noon on Thursday, June 29, 2017 

This application form is online at www.rtachicago.org/applications.  You may submit the form by email 
to applications@rtachicago.org.     
Upon receipt of application, you will receive an e-mail verifying that your application has been received.   

1. Name of Applicant

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Main Contact for Application

Name: 

Title: 

Phone number: 

Email: 

3. Type of Applicant (please check any that apply)

____ Local government 

____ Multijurisdictional group* Please list the members of the group (including  
government and nongovernmental organizations): 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

____ Nongovernmental organization* Name of local government partner(s): 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 

*Applications submitted by multijurisdictional groups and nongovernmental organizations must include
a letter indicating support from each relevant local government.  See the FAQs for more information.

http://www.rtachicago.org/applications
mailto:applications@rtachicago.org


Nongovernmental applicants are strongly encouraged to contact CMAP or the RTA prior to submitting 
their application to discuss their project and the demonstration of local support. 

4. Project Type (please check any that apply)

Please check all statements below that describe characteristics of your project. 

____ My project involves preparation of a plan. 
____ My project involves updating an already existing plan.  
____ My project helps to implement a past plan. 
____ My project links land use, transportation, and housing. 
____ My project has direct relevance to public transit and supports the use of the existing transit 

system. 
____ My project is not directly related to transportation or land use, but implements GO TO 2040 in 

other ways. 

5. Local Match Requirement (please initial to indicate you are aware of the local match requirements)
I am aware that a local match will be required for most projects, and understand that if my project is
selected it is up to the project applicant to contribute a local match. (See the program guide for further
details on local match requirements.)

____ Yes, I understand that applicants will be required to contribute a local match. 

6. Project Location
Please provide a brief description of the location of your project.  You may attach a map if that helps to
describe location, but this is not required.  If your project helps to implement a past plan, please include
a link to that plan.

7. Project Description
Please tell us what you would like to do in your community, and what assistance is needed.  If you have
more than one idea, please submit a separate application for each project.  Please be specific, but also
brief (attach separate page as needed but less than two pages per project idea)—we simply want to
have a basic understanding of what you want to do. For plan updates please tell us how you will be
building upon (or replacing) the previous work. Program staff will follow-up with you if we need any
additional information to fully understand your proposed project.

8. Previous Plan Implementation Efforts
Please describe actions you have taken to implement previous plans in your community – whether your
efforts were successful or not – to achieve infrastructure improvements, development investment,
policy changes, advocacy, volunteer involvement, or other actions. If you do not have experience
implementing previous planning work, please describe what you will do to make sure that your plan is
implemented. Illustrating a commitment to implement plan recommendations is very important to both
agencies as we consider new planning projects.

9. Additional Strategic Partnerships
Please list any additional partners you may want to include in this planning project.  Please specify if you
have made contact with them in advance of submitting this application.



 (Please include any additional information that is relevant, preferably by providing links to online 
documents.) 
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	Name: Stephane Phifer
	Title: Planning and Zoning Director
	Email: sphifer@aurora-il.org
	Phone Number: 630-256-3080
	Project Location: City of Aurora and City of Naperville
2007 Homes for a Changing Region Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/3086);
	Project Description: Homes for a Changing Region – Aurora Naperville Area

The City of Aurora and the City of Naperville are seeking CMAP’s assistance, in cooperation with the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and the Metropolitan Planning Council, in developing a Homes for a Changing Region plan for our combined planning areas, with an advanced focus on housing for an aging population.    

Naperville and Aurora are two communities which are inseparably linked in many ways.  Combined these two communities incorporate over 85 square miles and have a population of approximately 340,000 based on the 2010 census.  The municipal boundary between the communities extends over 12 miles, and to most people the border of where one municipality ends and the other begins is not readily apparent.  The communities share a train station, which is the busiest station on the busiest line in the Metra System.  They share a school district, which is the fourth largest in the state.  And the communities both experienced unprecedented population growth increasing by 175% since 1980.  The communities also face similar challenges in meeting the housing needs of their current and future residents.   

The City of Aurora participated in one of the first Homes for a Changing Region projects in 2007 (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/3086).  The information from that study was instrumental in gaining City Council support and approval for the Station Boulevard Transit Oriented Development south of the Route 59 train station.  However, that study was done prior to the change in the housing landscape as a result of the economic downturn, did not look regionally to include Naperville, and did not include recommendations on supporting senior residents the opportunity to age in place. The information, analysis, and strategy recommendations in the Homes for a Changing Region plan would enable both communities to develop land use polices, make code changes, and provide or facilitate new services in order to best serve the expanding aging population.

Housing has become a discussion point in the City of Naperville, as it seems to be in many other communities, due to changing populations and households.  A lack of data to understand current and anticipated conditions, and strategies for addressing future challenges has limited the City’s ability to tackle this issue.  The City of Naperville has made efforts to begin addressing the needs of our aging populations, such as the formation of the Senior Task Force (https://www.naperville.il.us/government/board-and-commissions/senior-task-force/), and Council support for senior housing developments (Carillon Club, Ashwood Crossing, Martin Avenue Apartments, Harbor Chase, etc.); however, the City of Naperville has thus far lacked a more comprehensive approach.  The information, analysis, and strategy recommendations in the Homes for a Changing Region plan would enable both communities to make informed decisions about what types of housing each community should be supporting and/or seeking out, in order to best serve the current and future residents.

Building on this initial commitment, Aurora and Naperville would like to combine efforts to inventory existing housing supply, project future demand and supply trends, and develop individual and collective goals and recommendations based on research and community input.  Similar to the work done by the Northwest Suburban Housing Collaborative (NWSHC), the communities are seeking a greater emphasis on meeting the housing needs of the area’s aging population through a Senior Housing Needs Assessment, and the development of innovative solutions to expand the opportunities for area residents to age in place. 
	Implementation Efforts: The City of Aurora has been very successful in developing long range plans and using those plans to leverage grants, capital improvements, and private investment to implement them.  Examples of plan implementation include: The Countryside Vision Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2858), which was adopted in 2002 for the City’s far west side and proposed developments centered on green infrastructure and open space. Three private developers implemented the plan, creating unique housing opportunities in Aurora.  In 2007, a revised Riverwalk Master Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/3087) and the RiverEdge Park Master Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/documentcenter/view/1241) were adopted by the City Council. Among the proposals was a new park and public gathering place along the Fox River north of downtown; the first phase of the plan, the Music Garden and John C. Dunham Pavilion, was completed with state, local, and private funding; and the second phase, the River Crossing, is scheduled for construction with CMAQ and local funds and a potential for additional private fundraising.  The Station Boulevard TOD Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/3088) was adopted in 2006; the plan proposed a new transit oriented development south of the Route 59 Metra Station; three private developers and the City worked co-operatively to implement the plan, including a new minor collector roadway, station improvements, 513 townhomes and 877 mid-rise apartment units.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (https://www.aurora-il.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/2864) was adopted in 2009; the plan established comprehensive bikeway and trail network plan and identified needed system improvements; the City has allocated annual funding to complete the listed system improvements, including the closing of the Fox River Trail “Gap” in downtown which was completed in 2016 with the award winning “Green Mile” protected bike lane project (Beacon News Article (http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/aurora-beacon-news/news/ct-abn-aurora-bike-award-st-1002-20160929-story.html).  

The City of Naperville has actively worked to implement previous plans.  A key method used by the Planning Team is to evaluate each development proposal to determine how well it satisfies the recommendations of applicable City planning documents.  As a part of the typical plan review process, the City works with developers to ensure plan recommendations are implemented to the greatest extent feasible, such as land use, building bulk recommendations, infrastructure and streetscape improvements, and landscaping.  This method has been successful in incrementally implementing the recommendations of the City’s Plans.  In recent years, the City of Naperville has undertaken many implementation items in furtherance of recommendations made within several adopted sub-area plans, such as the Ogden Avenue Corridor Enhancement Initiative (2008) (http://www.naperville.il.us/contentassets/7fed1bf2ba19496fa9a037f019616748/cmp-espa-ogden-avenue-corridor-enhancement-initiative.pdf), Fifth Avenue Study (2009) (http://www.naperville.il.us/contentassets/7fed1bf2ba19496fa9a037f019616748/cmp-espa-5th-avenue-study.pdf), and Naperville Downtown2030 (2011) (http://www.naperville.il.us/contentassets/7fed1bf2ba19496fa9a037f019616748/cmp-naperville-downtown2030.pdf).  Some examples include:
1. Creation of a façade and site improvement program; installation of parkway trees and intersection improvements; creation of a pole sign moratorium; and amendments to the B3 zoning district for Ogden Avenue;
2. Installation of intersection and commuter parking improvements; creation of a height overlay district; and issuance of an RFQ for the property located within the Fifth Avenue Study area; and
3. Amendments to the downtown zoning districts; update to the Downtown Streetscape Prototype; completion of a downtown historical and architectural survey; and creation of a height overlay district for Downtown Naperville.
	Partnerships: Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (MMC)
Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC)
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